




A complete eye exam  can screen for
cataracts, corneal disease, uveitis, iris
color change and degenerative vision 
conditions.
This 30 year old Yellow-napped Amazon 
suffers partial blindness caused by
cataracts in both eyes. The eyelids are 
also drooping.

Hypovitaminosis A, calcium deficiency &
obesity can result in sinusitis & flaky
beak condition.
Aging birds should have their diets
closely monitored and reevaluated upon
each veterinarian visit. An aging bird
might need to have special modifica-
tions made to it's enclosure to facilitate
and stimulate activity & movement. The
environmental conditions surrounding
its cage should be draft and stress free,
possibly slightly warmer. Rope perches
are ideal for aching, arthritic feet, and
softer woods should be offered to chew
on if the beak condition is deteriorating. 

These culturettes are used to sample the
choana and cloaca of your bird to screen
for bacterial and fungal infections of the
respiratory and digestive tract. Your 
veterinarian will recommend screening
tests be performed yearly  to detect any 
abnormalities and to establish a database
of your bird’s normal flora. 

The choana in the upper mandible of the
oral cavity should be examined  for
swelling and deterioration of the
choanal papillae.
The absence or blunting of the choanal
papillae can be indicative of malnutrition
and lack of vitamin assimilation.
Secondary bacterial and fungal 
infections are complications of this
condition.

Choana

What care should be provided when
our feathered companions get old ?
What care should be provided when
our feathered companions get old ?

Healthy choanal 
papillae
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Born in Montreal, Shernya Vininsky is an artist to be discovered.
Some of her watercolors are done on canvas with a unique and
special process. They are very large canvases composed of
flowers and birds with a palette of soft and vibrant colors.
These images makes one dream of the coming spring. 

Shernya's paintings are in many private collections across
Canada, in the U.S.A. and Europe. Her works are frequently on
exhibit in the Gallery at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts and
the Stewart Hall Gallery in Pointe Claire, Quebec.

Take a tour through Shernya's site. Visit the gallery, sign up for
some art classes, ask Shernya about upcoming shows and her
one of a kind handmade cards. 

www.shernya.artbo.net

Email Shernya at: kv@ca.inter.net

-  Watercolour / Mixed Media / Stained Glass
Signature Member of the Ottawa Watercolour Society Shernya:

ARTIST PROFILE

critic!Everybirdie’s a 
We watch, listen, read, try and taste anything new and old on the bird market!

Then we critique and praise.

Anything new on the wild side of your bird’s world? Let us know. Our staff will be happy to try, test or taste it…
editor@parrotlife.ca

Barbara Heidenreich
Good Bird, Inc.
www.GoodBirdInc.com
www.AvianPublications.com

Good Bird is a book written by Barbara
Heidenreich. Barbara gives examples of
problems and solutions to help bird own-
ers adapt to different types of behaviours
in companion parrots. She focuses on  5
main  topics ,mainly: screaming, biting,
bonding, cage bound, and feather 
damaging behaviours.

In Chapter 1 she explains  how to 
prepare for positive reinforcements by
using special things that your parrot most
enjoys. She also talks about reading and
interpreting body language.  This chapter
is most important because of the 
examples and solutions given.  Most of
us use tend not to pay attention to our
pets' body language and yet it is essen-
tial to know why your bird is reacting the
way he or she is.

Chapter 2 helps deal with the screaming
bird.  Why do they scream and how can
we modify this undesirable behaviour.

Biting is the topic of Chapter 3 and is a
not-to-miss-chapter.  Barbara explains
the reasons why your bird might bite and
also how to tell when he is about to bite.
This reflects back to Chapter 1 on body 
language.  

Chapter 4 and 5 focus on human bonding
and cage bound birds. Educated pet
owners can avoid these problems if their
bird is well socialized and handled by dif-
ferent friends and family members.

The final chapter is on feather picking.
This  topic  usually applies more often to
larger parrots. Barbara explains the many  
reasons why birds engage in feather
damaging behaviors and what you can

do to help.

I found this book to be very resourceful
and  enjoyed the straightforward 
examples and solutions that immediately
follow one another. Repetition is found
throughout the book , and yet is essential
when learning to change undesirable
behaviors. I would 
recommend this book to new parrot own-
ers and all eager to understand compan-
ion parrot behavior.

Lena Dunne
LGL Aviaries, Qc
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Proventricular Dilatation Disease
Parrot life magazine has launched a new 

awareness campaign to help raise 
financial support for ongoing PDD research
and education. Get your ribbons along with

your subscription, or at the Parrot Life 
magazine booth at various avian 

conventions. Wear it at bird club meetings
and contribute to the fight against this

deadly avian disease.

Visit “Stop PDD” on the web for more 
information on PDD.

http://www.stoppdd.org/Information

Learn more about PDD, a fast-spreading
infectious disease that kills many species 
of parrots and other birds, and solicitation

of support for research on this disease 
and preventing its spread in the wild.



LORO PARQUE & LORO PARQUE FUNDACIÓN
AVENIDA LORO PARQUE, S/N

38400 PUERTO DE LA CRUZ
TENERIFE, SPAIN

Tel.: +34 922 37 38 41 - Fax: +34 922 37 50 21
www.loroparque.com . www.loroparque-fundacion.org

“HEALTHY BIRD”
Better Health, Breeding, and Behaviour

Leading the way “naturally” with very effective 
and sophisticated bird supplements

Canadian importer/supplier of Birdcare products

Louis & Joanne Cormier  - Ph: 506-523-3757
e-mail : orders@healthybird.net - 

web site : www.healthybird.net
shipping throughout Canada and USA

Stop PDD Canada and Burloak Animal Clinic have joined
together to offer the Avian community B.E.A.K. - Bird

Emergency Aid Kits.  Proceeds from the sale of these first
aid kits will go to PDD Research (Dr. Taylor) at the University

of Guelph.  The price for each kit is $30 plus taxes and 
shipping if required. To get yours contact Chris White at 

905-527-5292 or chris.white4@sympatico.ca 

B.E.A.K.
Bird Emergency 
Aid Kits.

Katrina Disaster 
AFA Katrina Disaster Relief Effort for our fellow aviculturists
who need our help. The items needed are seed, pellets, food
dishes, perches, carriers.

UPS or US Mail Shipments
AFA DISASTER RELIEF
ATTN: Donna Powell
16365 Woodmere
Baton Rouge, LA  70819

Large shipments,
sent by truck lines should go to:
AFA DISASTER RELIEF
ATTN: Donna Powell
C/O Country Boy Cages
8468 Flor Blvd.
Denham Springs, LA  70726



SUPER PREMIUM BIRD FOOD
Tropimix was developed by the Hagen Avicultural Research Institute (HARI) after years of 
feeding trials to many species of birds.  Tropimix is a 100% edible super premium mixture
made from specially selected fruits, nuts, legumes and contains a high percentage of
Tropican, which makes it a good conversion diet for seed eating birds to familiarize them
with the nutritionally balanced benefits of an extruded food.

Five different blends of Tropimix are available to suit the needs of both breeding pairs and
individual pet birds.  Each blend of Tropimix is formulated using a unique combination of
natural ingredients that are carefully selected for optimum palatability, digestibility and 
nutritional value.  Advanced formulas ensure an active, healthy life for your bird by meeting
its physiological and psychological needs.

• All Tropimix blends are 
packed in state-of-the-art 
resealable Air Barrier Bags

• All bags are safely CO2

flushed to prevent bug 
infestation and to prevent 
premature oxidation of 
nutrients and flavor

• Each batch of  Tropimix 
is fed to the birds at HARI 
before product distribution 
for quality assurance

TROPIMIXTROPIMIX

T

www.hagen.com

Distributed by:
Canada: Rolf C. Hagen Inc., Montreal, QC H4R 1E8
U.S.A.: Rolf C. Hagen (U.S.A.) Corp., Mansfield, MA. 02048
U.K.: Rolf C. Hagen (U.K.) Ltd., Castleford, W. Yorkshire WF10 5QH
Australia: Pet Pacific Pty. Ltd., Emu Plains NSW 2750

http://www.hagen.com/hari/

CAN.$7.99      #S-3021

 




